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Castlewood State Park
Ballwin, Mo.

A trip to Castlewood State Park gives visitors a first-hand
lock at the area’s glorious past. At the same time, the
natural beauty of the Meramec River and the surround-
ing open spaces offer a serene escape from urban life.

Between 1915 and 1940, thousands of St. Louis resi-
dents traveled by train each weekend to the Castlewood
area for water fun, dancing and clubhouse partying.
Today, the 1,779-acre Castlewood State Park preserves
the history of the former resort. The park stretches for
nearly five miles, straddling both sides of the Meramec
River. [t incorporates much of the old resort area, includ-
ing the grand staircase that once led revelers up to the
large hotels and clubs. Although the hotels and clubs are
gone, the staircase and the lure of the region remain.

Hike the River Scene Trail that ascends to the top of the
majestic limestone bluffs towering above the river. Stand
250 feet below on the riverbank among the trees of the
native floodplain forest. Angle for bluegill, largemouth
bass and catfish in the cool waters of the Meramec River.
Eat a relaxing lunch before strolling through meadows
and along the spring-fed Kiefer Creek. The possibilities
are endless and the choice is all yours.
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For more information, con-
tact Castlewood State
Park, 1401 Kiefer Creek
Road, Ballwin, MO 63021,
636-227-4433. For informa-
tion on other Missouri state
parks, call toll free at 800-
334-6946 (voice) or 800-
379-2419 (Telecommunica-
tions Device for the Deaf).
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