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Gray Foxes - Quick Reference Sheet!

Table 1.
Common Name: gray fox
Scientific Name: Urocyon cinereoargenteus
Appearance: Size: head and body 21-29 inches long
tail 11-16 inches long
Color: salt and pepper coat with buffy underfur
black strip down total length of its long bushy tail
rusty-yellowish sides of neck, backs of ears, legs and feet
Range: occur statewide, except Florida Keys
Habitat: dense cover in thickets, forests, or swamps
Diet: small mammals, insects, fruits, acorns, birds, and eggs
Reproduction: breed from January to March
gestation period 50-55 days
usually have 3-7 pups
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Behavior: most active during early hours of darkness and very early morning hours
basically solitary except during breeding months
den in hollow logs or in ground burrows

Problems: predation on small farm animals and birds
canine distemper occurs occasionally
rabies outbreaks rarely occur
dig holes in yards

Solutions: keep brush cut from around ranch or farmstead

eliminate routes of connective vegetation from habitat to potential predation sites

after dark, repel with white flashing lights or bright continuous lighting

barking dogs may be temporarily useful

confine pets and small farm animals at night

Legal Aspects:

gray foxes are protected in Florida and may not be trapped or destroyed

Fact Sheet Available:

yes




