
Cottontail Rabbit - Quick Reference Sheet1
2

1. This document is WEC-QRS-030, one of a series of the Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, Florida Cooperative Extension Service, 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida, Gainesville 32611. Published: June, 1991 as "Cottontail Rabbit". Reviewed: December, 
1998. Minor Revision: July, 2001.  Please visit the EDIS Web site at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu 

2. 

The  Institute  of  Food  and  Agricultural  Sciences is  an equal  opportunity/affirmative  action  employer  authorized  to  provide research,  educational 
information  and other  services only to individuals and institutions that  function  without  regard to race, color, sex, age, handicap, or  national  origin. 
For information on obtaining other extension publications, contact your county Cooperative Extension  Service  office.  Florida  Cooperative  
Extension Service/Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences/University of Florida/Christine Taylor Waddill, Dean.

Table 1. 

Common Name: cottontail

Other Names: rabbit, bunny

Scientific Name: Sylvilagus floridanus

Appearance: Length: about 15 inches

Weight: between 2 and 3à pounds

Color: buggy gray with white underbelly

Other: rather large ears (to 4 inches), cotton ball tail

Range: statewide

Habitat: wooded edges, brushy fields, shrubby yards

Diet: young woody stems, many herbaceous plants, many grasses

Reproduction: 3-4 young per litter

4-6 litters per year
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Behavior: most active after dark

most common in suburban yards where dense shrubbery or brushpiles are available

no social structure in populations

Problems: can be very damaging to some woody ornamentals

damaging in vegetable gardens, especially to legumes (beans, peas) and cabbage 
family

may chew bark of young trees

Solutions: fence around beds or plants at least two feet high

use landscape plants less susceptible to damage

use of live traps is often ineffective when rabbit populations are high

use of repellents, scare devices and ultrasonics are generally ineffective

lethal control can be effective where legal

Legal Aspects: may be destroyed when damaging property

Fact Sheet Available: no


