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Table 1.
Common Name: flying squirrel
Other Names: southern flying squirrel
Scientific Name: Glaucomys volans
Appearance: length - about 9 inches, including 3 to 4 inch tail
weight - about 3 ounces, adult
color - sandy brown with white belly; dense soft fur
other - noticeable fold of skin running between fore- and hind-limbs
Range: statewide
Habitat: - hardwood forests
- tree squirrel, rarely active on ground
- normally den in tree cavities
Diet: - seeds, fruits and nuts
- insects, bird eggs and nestling birds commonly taken
- some vegetation

1. Thisdocument is a Quick Reference Sheet, a series of the Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, Florida Cooperative Extension Service,
Ingtitute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611-0304. Published: December, 1998 as "Flying Squirrels’. Minor
Revision: July, 2001. Please visit the Edis Web site at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu.

2.

The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer authorized to provide research, educational
information and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to race, color, sex, age, handicap, or national origin.
For information on obtaining other extension publications, contact your county Cooperative Extension Service office. Florida Cooperative

Extension Service/Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences/University of Florida/Christine Taylor Waddill, Dean.




Flying Squirrels - Quick Reference Sheet

Table 1.

Reproduction:

- 2 to 4 young per litter

- 2 litters per year common

Behavior:

- active after dark

- glide from tree to tree in search of food

- may be heard landing on roof or side of homes following a glide

- makes a high-pitched squeak

Problems:

- roosting in attics, crawl spaces, etc., in homes

- chewing on ornamental and potted plants

- damaging screens

Solutions:

- capture and removal using live traps baited with peanuts, pecans or sunflower seed
is recommended in solving problems with individual animals

- repellents, scare devices and ultrasonics are not effective, although taste repellents
may solve short-term chewing problems to non-edible objects

- lethal control, where legal

Legal Aspects:

may be destroyed when damaging property

Fact Sheet Available:

yes




